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Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters:

By Jill Goedeken

While my term as the Nebraska
FFA Alumni & Supporters Coun-
cil president comes to a close, and
I take a moment to reflect on the
past two years, | can’t help but ask
myself, “Do all of the members of
the NE FFA Alumni & Supporters
know what we at the state level of
the Alumni & Supporters do?”

Hopefully I can shed some light
on what we, as a council, do while
supporting Agriculture Education
and the FFA in Nebraska.

DID YOU KNOW? —thatthe
Nebraska FFA Alumni & Support-
ers iIs a state-wide organization
whose mission is to support Agri-
culture Education and the FFA at
the local, state, and national lev-
els? The council is made up of 13
volunteers and 5 ex-officio mem-
bers representing NAEA (Nebras-
ka Agricultural Educators Asso-
ciation), UNL, Post-Secondary
Education, the State FFA Associ-
ation, and the State FFA Officers.

DID YOU KNOW? — the to-
tal membership in Nebraska in-
cludes 51 active Alumni & Support-
ers Chapters? If you look up your
local Alumni & Supporters chap-
ter number, you will find that the
final digits represent the order that
your Chapter was chartered in Ne-
braska. For example, the Kimball
FFA Alumni & Supporters Chapter
number is NEAOOOL. That means
that Kimball was the very first FFA
Alumni & Supporters Chapter to
Charter in Nebraska.

DID YOU KNOW? — at the
time of thiswriting, Nebraska has
11,092 members? That number in-
cludes 1,605 Life members, 507
Annual members, and 8,980 As-
sociate members. Life membership
requires a one-time membership
fee of $250. Annual memberships
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don’t require a fee unless request-
ed at the local level, and Associate
memberships are complimentary
five year memberships given to
every FFA member upon earning
their State Degree. What can your
chapter do to encourage your As-
sociate members to become Annu-
al members when their Associate
membership expires?

DID YOU KNOW? —we are on
social media? Check out “Nebras-
ka FFA Alumni” on Facebook and
https://nebraskaffaalumni.org/
for our website.

DID YOU KNOW? — the Ne-
braska FFA Alumni & Support-
ers Chapter received recognition
at the National FFA Convention
in Indianapolis, Indiana in Octo-
ber 2024 as an Outstanding State
Alumni? Congratulations are also
due to the Lakeview and North
Bend FFA Alumni & Supporters
Chapters for receiving recognition
as Outstanding Local Chaptersin
the Central Region during Nation-
al Convention.

DID YOU KNOW? —our State
Council spends a great deal of time
planning activities throughout the
year? These activities include our
Annual Conference and Awards
Banquet, State Convention, Ne-
braska Career Education Confer-
ence, and FFA Day at the State
Fair.

DID YOU KNOW? — we finan-
cially support Student-Teacher
scholarships, Leadership Scholar-
ships, CDE, Proficiency, and LDE
awards, and recognize FFA advi-
sors, chapters, and individuals for
their outstanding dedication and
achievements.

DID YOU KNOW? — a com-
munity service project was part of
the 2024 Conference? The State
Council hosted a soup supper at
the Columbus Rescue Mission

Nebraska FFA Alumni
& Supporters
President Jill F. Goedeken

the evening before the conference
opened. It was an extremely cold
and snowy evening, and the soup
supper was well received by all of
the guests at the Mission.

DID YOU KNOW?—Lincolnis
the site of the 2025 Annual Con-
ference and Awards Banquet? The
committee has been working dil-
igently putting together interest-
ing agri-business tours, speak-
ers, and events. Highlights will
include tours of the Innovation
Campus, the Scarlet Hotel, Dun-
can Aviation, the Food Bank of
Lincoln, Wackel Farms Wagyu,
Settje Agri-Services & Engineer-
ing, & James Arthur Vineyard. Our
meals will be hosted by the Crete
FFA Alumni & Supporters and the
Malcolm FFA Chapter. The annu-
al Awards Banquet complete with
Dessert, Live, & Silent Auctions
will be held at the Havelock So-
cial Hall. Be sure to check out the
center of this edition of the Blue
& Gold Spotlight for all the details
and registration information.

DID YOU KNOW? —that I can’t
give enough praise to the passion-
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What do we do for FFA education?

ate, dedicated, and devoted in-
dividuals on the Nebraska FFA
Alumni & Supporters Council that
I have had the pleasure of working
with. These people are leaders in
their communities who dedicate
their time and energy not only at
the state level of the FFA Alumni
& Supporters, but also at the lo-
cal level, sharing their time and

talents with their local FFA chap-
ters and FFA Alumni & Support-
ers chapters. These friends keep
this organization running smooth-
ly and are instrumental in pro-
viding opportunities for the fu-
ture leaders in agriculture across
the state of Nebraska. Thank you
to all of my fellow council mem-
bers. And thank you to all our NE

FFA Alumni & Supporters mem-
bers from across the state for sup-
porting your local FFA chapter and
the Nebraska FFA Alumni & Sup-
porters. Over the past two years as
president, | count all of you that |
have met among my many bless-
ings.

Alumni & Supporter Council Members
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Meet the
Council

Melissa Hagemeister

Melissa Hagemeister joined the Nebraska State
FFA Alumni Council in 2020. She is a past North
Bend FFA member and currently the vice president
of the North Bend FFA Alumni. Melissa received her
American Degree in 2012 and continues to be en-
gaged in her local FFA chapter and at the state level.

Melissa currently works for Nebraska Exten-
sion in West Point and resides in Scribner with her
husband Kyle. They are expecting their first child
in March 2025.

Well, did you know this? Facts
about Nebraska FFA Alumni history.

By Joe Baldassare
The Nebraska FFA Chapter Procedure
Contest was established in 1947. The first

Proud supporters of local FFA chapters' |

Visit LandMark Implement for
all your John Deere needs!
Sales, Parts, Service & AMS!

LANDMARK

IMPLEMENT -

Experience the LandMark Difference.

winning team (1947) was Waverly. The next
six annual winning teams were: 1948 Kearney;,
1949 Columbus; 1950 Waverly; 1951 Lincoln
Northeast; 1952 Waverly; 1953 Lincoln
Northeast
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State Officers

Hi, I’'m Alexa Tollman. I am a freshman at the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln studying Agricultural Education with hopes to come back
to western Nebraska and become an Ag Teacher and FFA Advisor. |
am a part of the fifth generation in my family to live and work on the
family ranch. Agriculture has been an integral part of my life and the
privilege of growing up on the ranch will always be a part of my story.
My SAE projects include my show cattle operation and cattle breed-
ing herd which has better prepared me for my future in raising cattle.
This year, serving as a Nebraska State FFA vice president, | am so ex-
cited to continue networking with members at events throughout the
year. Already, | have been blessed to hear about students’ passions in
agriculture and have learned so much about the state around me. |
look forward to advocating for experiences I've taken hold of and en-
Alexa Tollman gaging members in new opportunities in FFA!

I am Brynn Almgren, FFA state secretary, and | am a freshman at
UNL studying nutrition and health sciences. | am from Spencer, Nebras-
ka, but my senior year I moved to Stuart Nebraska where I finished out
my high school and FFA career. Throughout high school | completed
two SAEs. These included my lifeguarding job under Home and Occupa-
% tional Safety, and my egg business under Poultry Production Entrepre-

neurship. In addition to SAEs, | also participated in many competitions
throughout my years in FFA. These included Parliamentary Procedure,
Natural Resources Speaking, Food Science CDE, Floriculture CDE, En-
vironmental and Natural Resources CDE, and many more. | also got
the chance to be in the Nebraska FFA state choir for all 4 years of my
high school career. This year | look forward to connecting with mem-
bers, supporters and alumni, advocating for agriculture, and making a
lasting impact. | am excited to continue my year of service to the Ne-
braska FFA and look forward to continuing my support in the future.

Hello! My name is Calie Cockburn, and I am currently a freshman
at UNL majoring in agricultural education with the intention of be-
ing an ag teacher and FFA advisor. I'm from Sioux City, lowa. I lat-
er moved to Emerson, Nebraska, where | was an avid member of the
Emerson-Hubbard FFA chapter. I never had a strong background
in agriculture growing up but joining FFA launched me into differ-
ent experiences in agriculture! For my SAE | worked as a farmhand
at a feedlot in town. | was rocket-launched into new experiences and
learned about the parts of agriculture that are very underrepresent-
ed. This was the pivoting point in my life where | knew | wanted to
pursue a career in agricultural education. In my year as a Nebraska
state vice president, I am most looking forward to advocating for ag-
riculture across the state and connecting with students who were just
like me coming from an urban background; showing them that agri-

» R

Calie Cockburn culture is for everyone!
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Hello, I'm Claire Woeppel. |
was raised on a cow-calf opera-
tion on the edge of the Sandhills,
near Chambers, Nebraska. | am a
freshman at the University of Ne-
braska at Lincoln majoring in ag-
riculture education. | aspire to be
a high school agriculture educator
and FFA advisor after graduating.
I am honored to be serving as one
of the State Vice Presidents for
Nebraska FFA this year! For me,
FFA is a family tradition, and one
that I could not be prouder to be
a part of. From watching my old-
er brother in FFA, to following in
the footsteps of my relatives that
served the state organization, it
just makes my year of service so
much more special to continue a
legacy. | am looking forward to
what the rest of this year of ser-
vice will bring.

I am Peyton Hinrichs, serving
as FFA vice president, from the
Meridian FFA Chapter. I am the
oldest girl in a family of five broth-
ers. | love to spend time in my gar-
den in the summer and caring for
my houseplants and succulents.
Hydrangeas are my favorite flow-
er because | love growing them
at home. | own my own business
and SAE called “Sprouting Roots”,
where I sell plants in coffee cups
or found items and sell them at
craft shows. My favorite part of
FFA is making friends wherever
I go and developing career-ready
skills from the competitions | com-
pete in. | am so excited to serve the
state of Nebraska this coming year
by putting my heart and passion
for agriculture into all that I do.

Hi, I'm Reagan Choat., FFA state president. Growing up in Pla-

inview, Nebraska, I've always had a passion for agriculture, and FFA
has been the perfect place to explore that passion. Over the years, I
have competed in nearly every contest FFA has to offer. One of my fa-
vorite parts of FFA has been my Supervised Agricultural Experiences
(SAE), where | manage a dirt-run pork operation and a commercial
sheep flock. I also worked for an organic row crop and cow-calf op-
eration south of Plainview during high school. As I head to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln to study horticulture and minor in the
Engler Entrepreneurship Program, I'm excited to take the skills and
experiences I've gained from FFA with me. FFA has changed my life
in so many ways, and I am proud to give back to the organization that
helped shape who | am today.

I’'m Trey Stewart serving as
your vice president for 2024-
2025. Wisner Nebraska is where
I call home and where I first devel-
oped my love for agriculture. My
dream is to become a fifth-gener-
ation pork producer and a first-
year poultry entrepreneur. I'm
currently a freshman at Northeast
Community College majoring in
agribusiness, wanting to go into ag
sales for livestock feed and phar-
maceuticals. I am excited to goon
chapter visits and see how differ-
ent chapters in Nebraska learn
about agriculture as well as make
new connections with members.
I can’t wait to grow my education
through the connections | make
this year.

Reagan Choat
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Members of the Malcom FFA Chapter voted to participate in the hurricane relief program.
The chapter doated four pallets worth of items for those in need that were affected by the

hurricanes.

New Malcolm chapter starts
by embracing the learning curves

By Aedynn Graham

Supported.

That is the word that best describes Malcolm
High School’s FFA chapter, the newest addition to
Nebraska FFA.

According to chapter advisor, Colbey Luebbe,
the chapter currently has around 30 members. The
chapter is growing in size, knowledge, and commu-
nity participation, but it took a lot of hard work and
effort to get the chapter to where it is today, accord-
ing to Superintendent Ryan Terwilliger

“l was approached by a parent,” Terwilliger said.
“Then I personally had a meeting with our Industrial
Technology teacher--Andy Christensen. Andy had a
wealth of experience and knowledge about FFA, and
he had been through the process of starting a chap-
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“In the end the Board was
convinced and formally gave
the go-ahead to pursue an FFA
chapter at Malcolm Public
Schools.”

-Ryan Terwilliger

ter in one of his previous schools. Most important-
ly, he was excited about the opportunity of starting
a chapter at Malcolm and was willing to spearhead
the operation.”

“When he was satisfied with his progress and was
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The FFA Chapter hosted the annual halloween
Fun Run in 2023. Members passed out candy
to the trick or treaters running by.

ready to present his findings to the Board, we added
it to the regular meeting, monthly agenda,” Terwil-
liger said. “At that board meeting, Mr. Christensen
gave his presentation, and we also heard supporting
testimonies from the community, both from parents
and students. In the end, the board was convinced,
and formally gave the go-ahead to pursue an FFA
chapter at Malcolm Public Schools.”

Although Christensen played a crucial role in
creating the chapter, he was not able to become the
advisor. Terwilliger said Christensen helped advise
on the hiring process though.

Terwilliger said that together they were able to
find and hire Colbey Luebbe as the replacement for
Christensen. “Ms. Luebbe hit the ground running
and is currently moving us forward with our new
program,” Terwilliger said.

Starting a chapter does not come without chal-
lenges.

“It’s been difficult coming to a newly started chap-
ter because the students can’t ask the upperclass-
men ‘how does this contest work,” Luebbe said. “I
just want them to ask questions and learn something
and have fun. That is all I can ask for.”

According to Luebbe, the first contest Malcolm
will be participating in is livestock judging, but win-
ning is not their main goal yet.

“l would say that our goal this year is go in with
a positive mindset and learn something from the
contest. Take something away, and next year we
can know more about how the contest is run,” Lu-
ebbe said.

Luebbe said her students are learning as they are
going and that’s okay, because so is she.

“lam learning as | go, too, because I have to learn
to explain things in more detail for them. I would
say, so far, they are picking up on stuff and doing

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters

well,” Luebbe said.

This is Luebbe’s first time as an FFA advisor af-
ter graduating from South Dakota State University
in 2021 and working at Laurel Concord Coleridge
for two years.

According to Luebbe, Malcolm FFA is looking
forward to planning many activities involving the
community in the future. Some of the ideas include
teaming up with the NRD, Natural Resource Dis-
trict, for acommunity night and water testing, host-
ing a Halloween Fun Run, and going to the elemen-
tary school to talk to the students about agriculture.

The community and school support for Malcolm
FFA has been a strong factor in the creation and
growth of the new chapter.

“Malcolm is super excited. There has been a lot
of community support already, and the members are
eager to learn, learn what to do and be involved,”
Luebbe said.

The FFA Chapter teamed up with the NRD -
Lower Platte South to test private well waters
and the nitrate levels.
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Norfolk's Ransen uses research

to win 2024 Star

By Grace Reedy

“You're not just doing the project to do the proj-
ect, you're doing the project to gain skills that you're
going to use in life,” Cole Ransen, a graduate of Nor-
folk Senior High School, said. “The recognition is
kind of just a sidebar.” Ransen kept himself humble
despite winning the FFA State Star award in agri-
science for 2024.

Ransen, a December 2023 graduate, had a clear
interest in agriscience and research and Norfolk’s
programs helped him on the path to winning the
State Star.

“I've always been kind of interested in math and
science and | knew that’s what I was going to do af-
ter high school,” Ransen said. “Knowing that | had
to be here for four years and knowing | was going
to have to take some elective classes, | might as well
take something that seemed interesting.”

Ransen was involved in FFA from his freshman
year until he graduated from Norfolk High in De-
cember of 2023. The work for this award spanned
his entire high school career.

“I know I spent a lot of time after school, not just
sitting in class,” Ransen said. “I had to take days out
of my week that I would just come [into Mr. Ander-
son’s classroom], like, twice a day at least to water
the plants and do the experiment, write the report,
find out what I was going to talk about in my pre-
sentation, and going out and finding other people to
review my presentation before | was going to do it.”

Ransen said a supervised agricultural experience
(SAE) consists of experiments, entrepreneurships,
research, or community service that can tie back to
agriculture. The Norfolk Daily News wrote an arti-
cle about his award.

The supervised agricultural experience allows
FFA members to be recognized for their work in
and outside of the classroom, according to the lo-
cal newspaper.

“Students are required to keep track of their
hours spent working and money earned as well as
skills and values they gain from their experiences.
State stars are seniors that are chosen each year in
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In Agriscience

Cole Ransen

their respective areas of agribusiness, agriscience,
placement and production for excelling in their SAES.”

The projects he worked on for his SAE included
studies on space peppers through a NASA program in
2021, studies on radish growth also through a NASA
program in which he earned first place at both dis-
trict and state levels in 2022 and experiments on the
use of sawdust waste in concrete in 2022. For his se-
nior year, the focus was solely on preparing write-
ups and applying for the award.

Ransen’s determination throughout his years in
Norfolk’s chapter brought praise from Jonathan An-
derson, a teacher at NHS and the chapter’s advisor.

“l wish I had more students like Cole,” Anderson
said. “I've never done this award because we’ve nev-
er had the quality of individuals. These ideas and his
creativity taught me the new material that he might
have learned.”

Anderson went into more detail, explaining how
Ransen was a hard worker in and out of the class-
room. It reflected on his work and research despite
the difficulties Ransen faced.

Ransen said difficulties included being able to de-
cide on what to research, making sure his experiments
weren’t biased and that his experiments weren't like
research he had done before were the hardest.

Despite thhe still found enjoyment in the recog-
nition that he could do these difficult processes. He
believes it has helped him further his knowledge, gain

2024 Blue & Gold Spotlight



new skills and meet new people. Anderson agreed
with Ransen’s claims on growth.

“He turned from a very shy young man into a not
as shy young man and started to talk more to others
and became more active, not only in agriscience but
also in school in general,” Anderson said.

The State Star award in agriscience helped Ran-
sen grow in his knowledge and allowed for Nor-
folk Senior High to flaunt a new success. Anderson
shared that the chapter has had individuals get into
the top selection, but never win the award. Ransen
is the first in Norfolk’s history.

Ransen did have a national FFA spotlight where
he had to prepare a speech and presentation and
answer questions on the same topics that won him
the State Star award. Apart from his hard work re-
garding the award, Ransen worked with his fellow
chapter members in land judging that got them to
nationals. He ended up a member of the national
chapter his freshman, sophomore and junior years.

After graduating in 2023, Ransen is now a stu-
dent at Northeast Community College in Norfolk
with a major in electro-mechanical engineering. His
future plans include getting an internship and pos-
sibly studying for a second degree in electrical con-
struction.
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FFA after WWII, looking back 79 years

The Future Farmers of America (FFA), the na-
tional organization of boys studying vocational agri-
culture in public secondary schools, was founded in
1928. During WWII, many Vocational Agriculture
Education programs and Future Farmers of Ameri-
ca chapters had shut down for the war effort.

In the years that followed, a resurgence of Vo-
cational Education programs and FFA membership
began. Many new contests, awards, and programs
were started; and the opportunities for FFA mem-
bers to excel were increased at the national and state
levels. Post-war technologies began new areas of
study for agriculture students. Here are a few high-
lights of some of the many award winners as well as
many firsts and additions, year by year (a very in-
complete list).

1946

In the 1945-46 school year, there were only 73 ac-
tive FFA Chapters in Nebraska, down from the 107
before the war. FFA enrolment was down to 2,584
compared to 3,081 before 1941. On June 30, 1946,
the active membership totaled 206,039 in the 6,000
chapters of 47 States, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico.

Delegates to the National FFA Convention in
1946 from Nebraska were Jim Lutes—Hebron and
Howard Vogel-Nebraska City.

The Nebraska Star State Farmer Award was start-
ed in 1946. It was awarded to Loran Schmit-Colum-
bus.

The Nebraska Farm Electrification - Foundation
Award was started. It was awarded to Don Hodg-
son-Lexington.

The Nebraska Agricultural Mechanics - Founda-
tion Award was started and was awarded to Lloyd
Divis-Schuyler.

1947

The FFA National Band started performing at the
National FFA Convention in 1947. It was often called
the “Mail Order Band”, consisting of members from
many states and, was assembled from talented FFA
member musicians. Selected members practiced at
home with sheet music and instructions sent to them
by mail. They came to Kansas City several days before
the convention to rehearse. They performed at the
Convention sessions and at many banquets, award
sessions, and the American Royal during Conven-
tion week. Nebraska had eight members who were
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1964 National Convention. One-millionth jack-
et presentation. Picture shows Mr. Hawkins
at podium, Mr. Tolan and Edward Wiederstein
of Audubon, lowa, Chapter. (IUPUI Universi-
ty Library Special Collections and Archives
Photograph)

selected for the first National FFA Band.

The Nebraska FFA Public Speaking Contest
was won by Delbert Benson-Imperial for present-
ing a speech entitled “Farming is Dangerous.”

1948

The Nebraska Star Dairy Farmer - Founda-
tion Award was started. It was awarded to Max O.
Schmidt-Minden.

The first FFA Chorus and National FFA Talent
program was held at the 1948 National FFA Conven-
tion. Nebraska had six members who participated
in the first National FFA Chorus.

The National FFA Supply Service began opera-
tion in 1948.

Record jump in membership from 238,269 in
1947 t0 260,300 in 1948. So many members (10,000)
attended the 20th National FFA Convention that a
folding-cot hotel was set up in the basement of the
Municipal Auditorium in Kansas City.

The National FFA Week was first celebrated
during the week of George Washington’s birthday
(February 28th) and has continued annually.

FFA members participated in the organiza-
tion’s first international exchange program with the
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Young Farmers Club of Great Britain. This exchange
launched a major international program that includ-
ed internships for students and the establishment of
future farmer organizations worldwide.

1949

The Nebraska Soil & Water Management - Foun-
dation Award was started. It was awarded to Her-
bert Kasten-Waverly.

Nebraska had four FFA members raised to the
American Farmer degree. They were Gerald Lo-
ske-Columbus, Russell Baldwin—Creighton, James
Sanderford—Humbolt, Gus Bremer Jr.—Stanton.

1950

The Nebraska Farm Safety Foundation Award
was started and was awarded to the Harrison FFA
Chapter.

The 81st U.S. Congress passed a bill granting a
federal charter to The National Future Farmers of
America. U.S. President Harry S. Truman signed the
bill on Aug. 30, and it became Public Law 81-740.

The Rhode Island FFA Association, with five
chapters and 82 members, was chartered. The FFA
was in all 48 states, as well as the then territories of
Hawaii and Puerto Rico.

The four Regional Star Farmers here posed
for this picture before the naming of the 1960
Star Farmer of America on October 12, 1960.
They are (L-R) Charles Sargent - Marshfield,
Vermont; Arden W. Uhlir - Verdigre, Nebras-
ka; (front row) Jerrald Duane Truax - Steam-
boat Springs, Colorado; and Sam B. McDonald
- Carthage, Tennessee. Arden W. Uhlir was
named the “Star Farmer of America” later that
evening. (UPI Tele. Press Photo - part of the
personal collection of the author)

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters
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1951

Two Nebraska FFA chapters were honored at
the 1951 National Convention from among the sev-
enty-eight chapters in the National Chapter Award
contest. They represent the best from the Future
Farmers of America’s 8,295 local chapters. Nebras-
ka Chapters honored were the Waverly FFA Chapter
— Gold, and Kearney FFA Chapter — Silver.

By the 1950-51 school year, Nebraska FFA had
4616 members in 119 chapters.

1952

In 1952 Bryce Anderson-Imperial was award-
ed the National FFA Farm Electrification Founda-
tion Award.

The FFA Code of Ethics was adopted.

The first issue of “The National Future Farmer”
magazine was published. This magazine’s name was
later changed to “New Horizons”.

1953

National FFA celebrated its Silver Anniversary at
the 1953 FFA Convention in Kansas City, Missouri.

2 -

A Silver Anniversary Pin for the Future Farm-
ers of America. (1953) (Part of the personal
collection of the author)

The U.S. Post Office Department issued a spe-
cial 3-cent postage stamp to celebrate the 25th an-
niversary of FFA; the cost at that time to mail a first-
class letter.

U. S. President, Dwight D. Eisenhower, was a
speaker at the National FFA Convention — the first
U.S. president to do so.

1954

Gilbert Mattes-Allen was awarded the National
FFA Regional Star Farmer in Kansas City.

15
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National Award Winners at the 1952 Nation-
al FFA Convention in Kansas City, Missou-
ri. Left to Right: Mack Hume, president of the
Tolleson, Arizona Chapter. Bryce Anderson,
Imperial, Nebraska - Farm Electrification win-
ner, Lewis Earl Britton, Greenville, Illinois -
Soil and Water Management winner. Ed Ries-
er, Walla Walla, Washington - Farm Mechanics
winner and Harold Miller, Ancramdale, New
York - Dairy Farming winner. (IUPUI Universi-
ty Library Special Collections and Archives
Photograph)

The Nebraska FFA Public Speaking Contest was
won by Don Ensminger-Waverly for a Speech enti-
tled “Developing Successful Farmers.”

1955

Kenneth Serres-Harrison was awarded the Na-
tional FFA Regional Soil and Water Management
Award.

AK-SAR-BEN Farm Betterment Award program
was started. Winners in 1955 were: Jerry Svoboda-St.
Paul, Warren Babcock—Auburn, Harry M. Schmit-Co-
lumbus, Norman Husa—Barneston, Edward Bracht—
West Point, Roy Kai—Pender, Kay Miller—Bassett,
Lawrence V. Pokorny—David City, Gary Whitney—
Humbolt, Waynard Johnson—Holdrege.

1956

The American Farmer Degree was awarded to six
Nebraska FFA members in 1956: Gene M. Atwood—
Albion, Ronald E. Damkroger—Beatrice, Charles F.
Lewis—Harrison, Rodney A. Sindt—Franklin, Gor-
don N. Soneson-Holdrege, Laurence Ulmer-Sutton.

1957

Six Nebraska FFA members who were raised to the
American FFA degree in 1957 were Norman L. Husa—
Barneston, Dean Allen Jensen-Hay Springs, Donald
G. Knauss—Cozad, Ronald Gene Larsen—Grant, Kay
Miller—Bassett, Kenneth F. Serres—Harrison.

16

FFA chapters sent 466 FFA members from 92
schools to The Nebraska FFA Camp at Camp Ful-
lerton.

1958

Eugene Jedlicka-Schuyler won the National FFA
Regional Farm Mechanics Award.

1959

National FFA headquarters was established in Al-
exandria, Virginia, on land which was part of George
Washington’s estate. The FFA had owned the land
since 1939 and used it as a national camp.

Two local Nebraska FFA chapters were honored

The cover page of the Victory Convention Pro-
ceedings for the 1946 (Post War) National
Convention of The Future Farmers of Ameri-
ca. Proceedings booklet is arecord of the ac-
tivities conducted at the National Convention
each year. (IUPUI University Library Special
Collections and Archives Photograph)
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at the 32nd National Convention in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, for their applications for the National Chap-
ter Award program from the 128 Future Farmers of
America Superior chapters.

They were Hooper FFA Chapter — Gold Emblem,
and Kearney FFA Chapter — Silver Emblem.

1960

Arden Uhlir of the Verdigre, Nebraska FFA Chap-
ter was awarded the Star American Farmer in 1960
at the National FFA Convention. The National Dairy
Cattle Judging Contest - Tekamah FFA - Gold Em-
blem team — Individuals: Jerry Johnson — Gold Em-
blem, Bill Cornish - Bronze Emblem, Tim Valder -
Bronze Emblem.

1961

The Nebraska Crop Farming - Foundation Award
started. It was awarded to Merlin Prior - Imperial.

Gary Trago - Sutherland, Nebraska was award-
ed Regional Star Farmer in Kansas City.

David Everett - North Loup-Scotia, Nebraska
was awarded the Regional Soil & Water Manage-
ment Award in Kansas City.

1962

Robert B. Ruppert — West Point, National FFA

®

Farm Mechanics Champion in Kansas City.

The National Meats Contest - Pierce FFA Gold
Emblem team — Individuals: Leslie A. Klein — Gold
Emblem, Arvid Pufahl - Silver Emblem, Charles
Pohlman - Silver Emblem.

The National Poultry Contest - Logan View FFA
Gold Emblem team — Individuals: Dale Moll — Gold
Emblem, Kenneth Meier - Gold Emblem, Ivan Bar-
tling - Silver Emblem.

1963

The Nebraska Livestock Farming - Foundation
Award started. Awarded to Roger Hildebrand-Ly-
man.

Larry Hudkins — Waverly, National Soil & Wa-
ter Champion in Kansas City.

Herbert Stuthman - Columbus was awarded the
Regional Soil & Water Management in Kansas City.

1964

Lyle Nielsen — Creighton, Nebraska was award-
ed the Central Region Star Farmer in Kansas City.

The National FFA sold its one-millionth FFA

See FFAHISTORY

Continued on Page 52
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Perfect Circle Irrigation
SUPPORTING THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE

Sutton Location 402-773-0132
Doniphan Location 308-845-6543
Central City Location 308-946-7458

ZIMMATIC FIELDNET

BY LINDSAY BY LINDSAY

™ © 2023 Lindsay Corporation. All rights reserved. Zimmatic, FieldNET, FieldNET
’/‘LINDSAY Advisor and FieldNET Pivot Watch are trademarks or registered trademarks of

Lindsay Corporation or its subsidiaries.

18 2024 Blue & Gold Spotlight



“l am very fortunate and
blessed to be selected for
the award.”

- Carson Mau

By Macey Peterworth

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Carson Mau’s
side hustle quickly grew into a thriving business. Ini-
tially working for his aunt in the spring of 2020, Mau
faced multiple first job challenges. Now, he reaps the
reward of his hard work and determination.

As a high school senior at Sutton High School,
Carson Mau was awarded the 2024 Nebraska State
FFA Proficiency Award in Turf Grass Management
and received the Star Award in Agribusiness.

“There are so many amazing individuals in Ne-
braska FFA that were very deserving, and | am very
fortunate and blessed to be selected for the award,”
Mau said.

The Star Award is presented to the top SAE, or
Supervised Agricultural Experience, which is a proj-
ect you complete throughout your high school FFA
career. Mau says the application process for the Star
award is very strenuous yet simple.

Applying for the award became an option during
Mau’s senior year of high school. The process con-
sisted of multiple interviews leading him to finally
receiving the award on stage at the state convention.

“His passion for his SAE continues to impress
community and family members,.” Gwenda Mau,
Sutton’s chapter advisor and Mau’s mom, said.

Gwenda Mau served as an interim advisor for
the Sutton chapter during the 2023-2024 school
year when the chapter was without an advisor. Mau
said his mom emphasized that there was going to
be no wasted talent and that everyone was going to
be placed into a position where they would succeed.
Gwenda Mau is no longer the interim advisor at Sut-
ton High School, as it now Bailey Ulmer.

“Through the year, | learned that FFA is more
than just learning about agriculture, it truly is an or-

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters

Carson Mau

ganization that is developing future leaders,” Gwen-

da Mau said.

Mau’s business, Prime Lawn Service, was an idea
that Mau brought to his mom in the fall of 2020. Af-

GROUND & AERIAL SPRAYING
CHEMICAL & FERTILIZER

Jim Jones, Jr. - 402-984-4749
Jim Jones, Sr. - 402-366-7855
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ter working with his aunt, he felt prepared for the
challenge of starting his own mowing business.
The first course of action he pursued was getting
his name out. He requested his mom post on Face-
book asking if anyone around town needed their
lawn mowed. This course of action got him eight
clients. The next year, Mau hired his first employee
and doubled his client list. In 2022, Mau expanded
his business by adding more equipment and more
employees.

“l didn’t make a lot of money necessarily, but
we did grow quite a bit,” Mau said.

At the end of 2022, Mau had up to 40 lawns.
Now, he has around 60 lawns and a total of six em-
ployees. Mau has lawns that go as far as about ten
miles in each direction of Sutton.

Mau has solidified some great advertising for his
business since his first year. Every spring, he puts
an ad in the local Clay County News and the City | F
of Sutton newsletter. Prime Lawn Service also has ?’ A
an Instagram and a Facebook page to keep clients '
up to date on the business as well as a daily mow-
ing schedule.

“l enjoy it,” Mau said, “The work we do is great. ’
To be able to be in service to a community that has Carson Mau sending bills and doing the paper-
done so much for me, is awesome.” work side of the business.

--ﬂ ab

HAYDEN OUTDOORS
REAL ESTATE

, Mattison Ference Aaron Baumann __
Salesperson, Licensed in NE Salesperson, Licensed in KS & NE
(402) 879-8846 (402) 984-1690

Mattison@HaydenOutdoors.com Aaron.Baumann@HaydenOutdoors.com

Former Ag Teacher & proud FFA Alumni

THE BRAND THAT SELLS THE 22/t

866.741.8323 | www.HaydenOutdoors.com
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In his sophomore year of high school, Mau ap-
plied for the FFA foundation grant program and was
fortunate to be the recipient. He used the funds to
purchase new equipment and to grow his business
further.

“FFA not only helped me with guidance in cre-
ating this business, running it, and growing it but
also with financial assistance in helping me physi-
cally expand the business,” Mau said.

Mau is now a first-year student at the Universi-
ty of Nebraska-Lincoln and is an agricultural lead-
ership education and communication major with a
focus on agricultural education. While away at col-
lege, Mau prioritizes his lawn service and insists on

®

| I | [ [

his personal effort to be involved with his home-
town business. He is in frequent communication
with his employees while they operate Prime Lawn
Service back in Sutton. Mau said he still takes calls
from clients every so often, but the daily operation
is on the employees.

Mau also has full support from his parents as
they take on some responsibility for the business.

“l can’t emphasize enough that my parents do
a tremendous job in being able to keep everything
afloat while I am not physically present,” Mau said.

Well, did you know this?

Facts about Nebraska FFA Alumni history.

By Joe Baldassare

The Nebraska FFA Creed Speaking Contest
was established in 1949.

The first winner (1949) was Wesley Lubberstedt,
Wakefield. The next six annual winners were:
1950 Bob Beck, Fremont; 1951 Ira Rockenback,
Waverly; 1952 David Bacon, Lexington; 1953 Larry
Nielson, Minden; 1954 Paul Herman, Wilber; 1955
Mylon Filkins, Creighton

' 4

Cooperative
« Producers, INc.

MAKING

GRAIN - AGRONOMY - ENERGY - FEED

402-463-5148 www.cpicoop.com
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Mau washing and prepplng his mowers for an-
other week of work.

SUTTON LIVESTOCK

2280 HIGHWAY 6
SUTTON, NE 68979

ED AND KIM KIMMINAU
OWNERS
kimminaulivestock@yahoo.com

Keep uppaTeD oN our Facesook Pack:
Sutton Livestock Beer & Ho SaLes every Fripay STARTING AT 11 A.M.
Every 3rp Saturpay oF THE MoNTH 1s: SHEEP, GoaTs & HoRrsEs, ETc STARTING AT 12 NOON
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Adyson Groteluschen shows livestock at one of her national shows. Photo courtesy of Adyson

Groteluschen.

Community, joy in agriculture

For Groteluschen,
FFA leads the way

By Cayla Mentor

Adyson Groteluschen, a freshman at Northeast
Community College in Norfolk, Nebraska, is on a
mission to make her mark in the world of agriculture.

With a huge passion for livestock and animal
science nutrition, Groteluschen’s journey has been
shaped by her involvement in the FFA program at
Lakeview Community High School in Columbus,
Nebraska.

Groteluschen grew up on a cow-calf operation
just north of Columbus. During her early years, she
was exposed to the agricultural lifestyle sparking her
interest in livestock and farming.

“I've been around livestock and the farm ever
since I was little, and it really inspired me,” she said.

Under the mentorship of her agriculture teachers

24

at Lakeview, Emily Yowell and Kaydie Brandl, Gro-
teluschen was introduced to Supervised Agricultur-
al Experience (SAE), which is a crucial component
of the FFA program.

“Emily got me started on my SAE and every-
thing,” Groteluschen said. “She had me keep records
on the AET website, and that laid the foundation for
my proficiency competition.”

After Emily’s departure, Groteluschen worked
with Kadie Brandl during her junior and senior years,
continuing to improve her proficiency and gaining
valuable information about professional practices
in agriculture. FFA consists of three main compo-
nents: classroom instruction, leadership develop-
ment events (LDES), and career development events
(CDEs). Groteluschen said LDEs are opportunities
for members or students to practice imperative skills
like public speaking and having the opportunity to
do mock interviews. CDEs are to prepare students
for specific agricultural careers, including livestock
judging and hands-on competitions.

“These events help you get ready for the career
you want to go into,” Groteluschen said.

2024 Blue & Gold Spotlight




“That laid the foundation for

my proficiency competition.”
- Adyson Groteluschen

In addition to her academic goals, Groteluschen’s
hands-on experience with her family farm has been
crucial in shaping her focus for keeping her passion
alive. She actively participated in calving and har-
vest seasons, extending a hand to her community.

“The community just really gets together and
helps each other out,” she said.

Her dedication to cattle farming was the begin-
ning of such a burning passion for the industry. She
enjoys showing cattle at various competitions, and
because of this, Groteluschen shows a good sense of
responsibility and pride in what she does.

“Anything | do with the animals, I love,” Gro-
teluschen said. Her commitment to FFA not only
improved her technical skills but also instilled lead-
ership qualities in her as an individual. As a senior
in high school, she served as the chapter reporter,
which is a role that allowed her to contribute to her
community even more.

Columbus Sales Pavilion

—— INCORPORATED ———7

P.0. BOX 477 - COLUMBUS, NE 68602 - 402-564-3231
One of Nebraska’s Leading Auction Markets

- FEEDER CATTLE EVERY THURSDAY

- FAT CATTLE, SLAUGHTER COWS,
& BULLS EVERY FRIDAY

- BIWEEKLY FEEDER PIGS, GOATS,
& SHEEP ON TUESDAY
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Adyson Groteluschen a freshman at Northeast
Community College, poses for a photo. Cour-
tesy of Adyson Groteluschen.

Groteluschen has faced challenges that have
shaped her perspective. “These challenges have made
me realize how important the people around you
are,” she said. The memories from a summer trip

Great Plains State Bank proudly
supports the next generation.

Z’———\

EPSbankEi'E}

Member

GREAT PLAINS STATE BANK EmC
Columbus * Omaha ¢« O'Neill « Petersburg ﬂ .
(402) 564-2933 | GPSbanks.com
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with her FFA team confirmed the value of relation-
ships and the importance of living in the moment.

Groteluschen could not stop giving credit, where
credit was due to FFA.

“FFA has transformed me into a confident lead-
er and the leadership opportunities | have been giv-
en have set me up for future internships and job op-
portunities,” she said. The experiences she gained
through livestock judging and farm management op-
portunities have provided a real glimpse into what
her future career will look like.

Looking ahead, she has set plans for her agricul-
tural career. After completing her first college pro-
gram at Northeast Community College, she has plans
to transfer to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to
major in animal science nutrition. She hopes to man-
age a feedlot and expand her own cow-calf opera-
tion, primarily focusing on breeding purebred live-
stock to support other producers in her community.

“l want to help other farmers with their cattle
nutrition and operations,” she said.

Groteluschen said she believes that FFA plays
a vital role in providing a sense of community and
joy in agriculture. “Our older generation was really
strong and active in FFA, which drives us younger

®

“When you join FFA, you are joining

a family. Make the most of every

opportunity. Those competitions and

events are crucial for your future.”
-Adyson Groteluschen

folks to be as passionate as they are,” she said.

For those considering joining FFA, Groteluschen
offered some valuable advice: “When you join FFA,
you are joining a family. Make the most of every op-
portunity. Those competitions and events are cru-
cial for your future.” This piece of advice resonates
well with the core values of FFA: education, leader-
ship and community support.

As she embarks on her journey at Northeast Com-
munity College, Groteluschen is the perfect exam-
ple of the amazing impact of FFA on young leaders
in agriculture. With a strong foundation built on ex-
perience and mentorship, she is going to contribute
significantly to the agricultural industry and inspire
others along the way, without a doubt.

W

mmumtyffatheaetcom

X] @lakeviewffa Ty

f Lakeview FFA
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Meet the Council

Tammie became involved
with FFA when her brother, Tom
Hofmann, moved back to their
hometown of Sutton to become
their ag advisor in the fall of 1993.
Sutton’s FFA Alumni Organization
was then started in 1996. Tammie
is still very active with Sutton’s
FFA Alumni as the treasurer/sec-
retary/event organizer. She be-
came involved with the Nebraska
FFA Alumni Organization as the
membership secretary in the fall of
2002. She is still the membership
secretary and was also elected as
a council representative in Janu-
ary 2024. As a council representa-
tive she is the chairperson for “The
Blue & Gold Spotlight” magazine
that is published yearly.

Tammie Steinhauer

She has been married to Craig
for 41 years. They have lived on
their farm outside of Sutton since
1986. They have two children, a
daughter Brooke Waddell (Jess),
and a son Lane (Kristin), and four-
grandchildren; Hensley, Halynn,
Lucasey and Rush. She has done
all aspects of farming, raising cat-
tle, chickens and horses. She is also
employed at Perfect Circle Irriga-
tion, works part-time as a cosme-
tologist and is the church secre-
tary of Zion Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Sutton.

Although she was never a FFA
member herself, she believes that
it is one of the best organizations
youth can be involved in. Her hus-
band and children were all FFA
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members at Sutton. Being a FFA
member/FFA alumni member is
just what you do when your part
of her family.

“Get involved with your FFA
Chapter! If you are a student or
have a passion for agriculture, be-
come an ag advisor. We need you,”
Tammie said.

-
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Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters

Convention & Awards Banquet,Jan. 17 & 18,2025
Lincoln, Nebraska

Friday, January 17, 2025
8:00 a.m.

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters Council

Meeting
Scarlet Hotel Meeting Room

2101 Transformation Drive, Lincoln, NE

10:00 a.m.
Registration Packets available in the lobby of
Scarlet Hotel
12:00 p.m.
Tour Scarlet Hotel

2101 Transformation Drive, Lincoln, NE
1:00 p.m.

Tour Innovation Campus
-Nebraska Innovative Studio
-Greenhouse Innovation Center
-Food Innovation Center
3:30 pm.

Tour Sandhills Global
120 West Harvest Street, Lincoln, NE
5:30 p.m.

Presentation by Wackel Farms Wagyu
Crete Middle School
1500 East 15th Street, Crete, NE
(Registration Packets Available)

7:00 p.m.

Supper hosted by Crete FFA Alumni &
Supporters
Social time to follow at the Scarlet Hotel

Saturday, Janury 18, 2025
8:00 a.m.
Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters Annual
Meeting
Scarlet Hotel

2101 Transformation Drive, Lincoln, NE

(Registration Packets available in Scarlet Hotel lobby)

9:00 a.m.
Saturday morning tours

(Tour #1 attendees & Tour #2 attendees will switch

locations following 9:00 a.m. tours)
Tour #1 Duncan Aviation
3701 Aviation Road, Lincoln, NE
Tour #2 Food Bank of Lincoln
1221 Kingbird Road, Lincoln, NE
12:30 p.m.

Lunch hosted by Malcolm FFA
10002 NW 112th Street, Malcolm, NE
(Registration Packets Available)
Luncheon Guest Speakers
Nebraska FFA Officer Team
Student Teacher Scholarship Recipients
Leadership Scholarship Recipients
2:00 p.m.

Tour Settje Agri-Services & Engineering
15460 NW 48th Street, Raymond, NE
Pre-Banquet Social

James Arthur Vineyard ®
2001 W Raymond Rd, Raymond, NE
6:00 p.m.
Awards Banquet
Havelock Social Hall
4538 N 62nd Street, Lincoln, NE
Dinner
Dessert Auction
Awards Presentation

Silent & Live Auctions hosted by Raymond Central FFA

Alumni & Supporters

Online Registration Available Beginning November 1st at:
https://bit.ly/NEFFAAlumniConferenceRegistration2025

Early Bird Registration Fee - $40.00 — November 1st - December 31, 2024
Late Registration Fee - $50.00 — January 1 - January 12, 2025

Hotel Accommodations & Registration:
https://www.marriott.com/events/start.mi?id=1723221007400&key=GRP
Hotel Reservation Deadline - December 20, 2024

Conference Schedule Subject to Change

28
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Registration Form

Return by January 12, 2025

Name(s):
Address:
Email:

Which FFA Chapter, FFA Alumni
& Supporters Chapter, or Agri-
Business do you represent?

| am:

o An FFA Advisor

o An FFA Alumni/Supporters
member

o An agri-business representative
o A supporter of the FFA program
o Other

| will attend the following (choose
all that apply)

o Friday 12:00 p.m. Tour Scarlet
Hotel

o Friday 1:00 p.m. Tour Nebraska
Innovation Campus

Phone:

City/State/Zip:

o Friday 3:30 p.m. Tour Sandhills
Global

o Friday 5:30 p.m. Presentation by
Wackel Farms Wagyu

o Friday 7:00 p.m. Supper hosted
by Crete FFA Alumni & Supporters
o Friday Evening Social at Scarlet
Hotel

o Saturday 8:00 a.m. Nebraska
FFA Alumni & Supporters Annual
Meeting at Scarlet Hotel

o Saturday 9:00 a.m. Tour Duncan
Aviation and Food Bank of Lincoln
o Saturday 12:30 p.m. Lunch
hosted by Malcolm FFA Chapter

o Saturday 2:00 Tour Settje Agri-
Services & Engineering

o Saturday Pre-Banquet Social

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters

- James Arthur Vineyard
o Saturday 6:00 p.m. Awards
Banquet - Havelock Social Hall

Fees

o Early Bird Registration $40
(November 1 - December 31, 2024)

o Late Registration $50
(January 1-12, 2025)

Please send Registration Fee to:
Brett Nunnenkamp, Treasurer,
1871 Hwy 6, Saronville, NE,
68975 by January 12, 2024

If registering with a paper
registration form, please submit
form with fee to Brett Nunnenkamp
by January 12, 2025
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The Nebraska FFA Alumni & Support-

ers State Association was recognized The Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters also received
as a 100% Life Member State FFA Offi- a Silver Award for Outstanding FFA Alumni & Sup-
cer Team at the 97th National FFA Con-  porters State Association for 2023-2024. Accepting

vention. Accepting the award on be- the award on behalf of the Nebraska FFA Alumni &
half of the NE FFA Alumni & Supporters  Supporters was NE FFA Alumni & Supporters council
was council member Danie Brandl. president Jill Goedeken.

¥ BB
3 Central City, NE

Green Ouse &’ Market www.wildrootsghs.com

Helping You Grow ‘The Good Life’ 308-624-1080
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Crete continues to grow, strengthen
with diverse student population

Members stay engaged

By Emma Smith

The Crete FFA chapter continues to grow in num-
bers despite it being a diverse community every year.

With a little over 40 active members, the Crete
FFA chapter has seen growth within its chapter.

Crete has a very diverse population of about
7,000.

“Most of our students in our chapter aren’t your
typical ag kids, which excites me. Some come in
having no idea what agriculture is or what it does,”
Merza said.

Merza chose Crete because of the learning op-
portunity for her students and herself.

“We have a very diverse community. Which can
scare many people away, but it's one of my favor-
ite things about Crete. There’s so many cultures
and things going on even within FFA,” Merza said.
“Seeing them grow and succeed feels so rewarding,”

Merza has taught at Crete Public High School and
has been the FFA Advisor for two years.

“l graduated from Lincoln in May of 2023, and
I've been at Crete ever since,” Merza said. She has
played a large role in the chapter. Their meetings

Alex Eltze, Wyatt Gallagher, Josiah Harrington,
and Nick Eltz made up the Natural Resources
team that placed 5th at the State Convention.
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revolve around planning community involvement,
practicing for upcoming competitions, and discuss-
ing other important matters that come up.

“We try to meet up the first Monday or Tuesday
of every month,” Merza said. “A lot of the students
are involved in other activities, so having meetings
at night can make it difficult for them to attend. It is
also harder for students who rely on certain trans-
portation to and from school,” Merza said. This is
why Mezra has started having meetings during the
school day.

The members are constantly staying engaged
with the community. Merza said they do their an-
nual Back-to-School Burger Bash, trash pickup, and
testing water samples. The Burger Bash is to gain
new members and help them see what FFA is about.

To be in the FFA chapter at Crete, Merza said
that , students must take at least one agricultural
class during the school year. The school pays for the
students’ dues and the Alumni Chapter pays for the
student’s jackets.

Merza credits the alumni chapter for all its sup-
port in helping grow the chapter. The FFA alumni
chapter is full of supporters who can help their lo-
cal FFA chapter. Greg Hollman, the president of the
alumni chapter, said that their main goal is to assist
in any way they can. They have organized numerous

':‘\ -3 ..b = z

Member Addison Meinke helping host the an-
nual petting zoo.
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fundraising events that go to the Crete FFA chapter.

Their biggest hit is a raffle at the local premium
auction at the Saline County Fair. A donkey basket-
ball tournament is another big hit they try to put
on every other year. “Not only do we raise money
from it, but everyone gets a good laugh,” Hollman
said.“My stomach was sore for days after it because
I laughed so much.”

The alumni chapter also supplies the meat, cooks,
and serves it at the annual Burger Bash. “We want to
help out as much as possible,” Hollman said.

They buy the FFA jackets with the fundraising
money and give out scholarships and help pay for
the National Convention in Indianapolis Hollman’s
goal is to one day pay for 100% of the fee for each
student in the chapter so they can attend.

The alumni chapter likes to meet every month to
organize all of the events that take place during the
year. Hollman said more than 50 people are involved
in the alumni chapter. He encourages everyone to
join FFA with the opportunities it gives students.

“It helps immensely with leadership and public
speaking,” Hollman said. “There’s so much you can
learn from and use in your everyday life.”

The Crete chapter continues to make achieve-

®

ments inside and outside the classroom. The diver-
sity among the students has been used to encourage
them to step out of their comfort zone when learn-
ing about agriculture. They have gained personal
connections as well.

“l love walking around school and seeing FFA
members hanging out with each other,” Merza said,
“Seeing them together during their off periods or
hearing them make plans for the weekend is real-
ly cool.”

The opportunities in FFA are endless.

“FFA gives students a rounded experience. Learn-
ing leadership skills, applying what we’ve learned in
the classroom, and seeing other people getting in-
volved. It benefits so many students,” Merza said.

“There’s so much you can
learn from and use in your
everyday life.”

-Greg Hollman

Free

Attention FFA Teachers, 4-H Leaders, and
parents of students who show pigs.
Nebraska pig farmers have created a brochure

for your students on the importance of bio security
and the steps to prevent illness.

The Nebraska Pork Producers Association is proud
fo offer these brochures for FREE!

Order your “Protecting My Pigs” brochure by
contacting Jose De La Cruz af jose@nepork.org.

We support Nebraska Youth in FFA and know
the Future of Agriculture
is in great hands.

RESPONSIBLE PEOPLE.
SUSTAINABLE PORK.

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters
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Knapp receives his State Star plaque at the State Convention. Pictured (L-R): Dave Ference,-
Johnny Ference, Jay Knapp, Kay Knapp, Adam Knapp and Mike Egger, Syngenta representative.

Knapp carries on farming legacy
with Star in Agriculture Production

By Kathrine Hutchison

Farming is in Adam Knapp’s DNA. His fami-
ly has been farming in Valley County for over 100
years, growing crops and raising cattle, and he has
already carried on that legacy. Recently, he was pre-
sented with the Nebraska State Star in Agricultur-
al Production.

According to the Nebraska agriculture educa-
tion website, the State Star in Production is desig-
nated for a student who runs an entrepreneurship
program in production agriculture. Knapp has been
involved with FFA since he was in the seventh grade
at Ord High School. He started working on the proj-
ect that would win him the State Star his freshman
year of high school.

Knapp’s project involves renting out farmland
to grow crops and raise cattle. It started small, but
it has now grown to 208 acres of farmland and 60
head of cattle. Knapp said it was hard work, but the

34 2024 Blue & Gold Spotlight




payoff was worth it.

“It's something | really enjoy and I’'m passion-
ate about,” Knapp said. “I really love being in pro-
duction agriculture, and farming, and just seeing a
crop grow.”

Knapp said he felt very fortunate to have the
chance to start this project.

“l was really lucky and blessed to have the op-
portunity to farm ground,” Knapp said. “Not a lot
of people have that opportunity, especially my age.”

David Ference, who was Knapp’s FFA advisor in
at Ord, said he was very proud of Knapp’s achieve-
ments.

“It’s one of the proudest accomplishments I've
ever seen a student get,” Ference said, “It’'s a very,
very challenging place to be, but when it comes to
it he’s going to farm, and he’s going to feed a lot of
people.”

Agriculture is a large part of the culture in Ord.
Both Knapp and Ference said that the support from
the community was extremely helpful as Knapp was
starting the project and the application process for
the State Star.

The application process for the State Star in Ag-
ricultural Production took several months to com-
plete. There were multiple stages, including speak-
ing to district judges, state judges, and completing

=
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NOW WE’RENOT SAYING R'CROPS ARE'LAZY. BUT WHEN
THERE’S WORK T0 BE DO::hMVWRE ONT JUB
IN MANY INDUSTRIES AND F YOUR EVERYDAY PRODUCTS. IN
ADDITION TO FOODS EED, WE'RE POPPING UP IN GOODYEAR® TIRES,
HALT, FUELS, LUBRICANTS, HAME-BRAND%AINTS
AND STAINS — AND THE LIST GOES ON AFD(ON.'

AND YOUR NEBRASKA SOY CHECKOFF IS ON THE JOB
T0 KEEP THIS SOLID WORK ETHIC GOING STRONG.

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters

“It's one of the proudest
accomplishments I've ever
seen astudent get.”

-David Ference

a final interview at the state level.

“I was definitely nervous, but at the same time,
if you really prepare for something and you're ready
for something, you're not going to be too terribly ner-
vous,” Knapp said.

The nerves didn’t fully hit Knapp until he was on
the stage waiting for the results to be announced.

' A
Nebraska Soybean Association

\O N;;Dm 0UR SOY
|LSaVBEAN BOARD \ CHECKOFF"

NEBRASKASOYBEANS.ORG

#CROPPORTUNITY

©2021 United Soybean Board. [61076-16 5/21]
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“Once | was going up on stage with the other three
people that were competing against me, that’s when
I got nervous. It kind of hit me that this was actual-
ly here, and | was really excited when my name was
called. It was just kind of a rush.” Knapp said.

Knapp is currently a freshman at the Universi-

CereSCOBank ty of Nebraska at Lincoln, majoring in agricultural
business. He said he highly valued his time in high

school FFA.
CerESCOBaI’lk lnSUl"anCG “FFA was kind of my only extracurricular activ-
ity, and I really enjoyed it.” Knapp said. “We had a
www.cerescobank.com really good chapter in Ord, so that helped, and re-

ally good advisors. | had a lot of fun.”

Knapp said that he encourages current high
school students to try as many activities as they can
until they find something that sticks.

“Advice for anybody that’s a freshman; just do
everything you can. Be in all the sports you can be
in. Try them all out. Be in FFA. Try out all the com-
petitions at least once.” Knapp said.

Knapp also encouraged other students to work

hard once they find those passions.
BRUNING - HEBRON - BROKEN BOW - HOLDREGE - KEARNEY - GRAND ISLAND “Show up, put in the work and learn as much as
you possibly can all the time.” Knapp said. “A lot of
@BRUNING BANK the things you get, you have to work for. So, you've
MSREPFFDICS BERR0NBod got to create those opportunities.”

Ask Your Local Retailer How
Xitavo' Soybean Seed Can Help
Deliver a 3.4 bu/A Advantage
Over the Competition’

We succeed when you succeed. That’s why we work so Xitavo®
hard to bring never-seen-before genetic material to the

. Soybean Seed
marketplace. Contact your local Ag Retailer to learn more.

Distributed by BASF
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Meet the
Council

Danie Brandl

Hello, my name is Danie Brandl. | am the
agricultural educator and FFA advisor at EIm
Creek High School.

I am originally from Humphrey, Nebraska. |
graduated from the University of Nebraska with
undergraduate degrees in Applied Science and
Agricultural Education. | received my master’s
in applied science from UNL in August.

I have a passion for FFA, and all the oppor-
tunities students gain from being a part of the
organization. | also enjoy seeing the growth of
the students from the beginning of the year to
the end of the year at the chapter banquet.

My favorite memory in FFA is taking stu-
dents to State Convention and cheering them
on through their successes in contests.

Building on...
a Successful Operation

& Cornerstone

BANK

Member FDIC

Experience the Cornerstone Difference

Whether you're in the market for equipment, livestock

or farm inputs, Cornerstone Bank is ready to support Supporting our local ag education
you with excellent farm lending options. prog ram Wlth FFA to be the

Loans subject to approval.

PREMIER YOUTH ORGANIZATION
preparing members for

» AN RN IETL = e LEADERSHIP and CAREERS in

M ““:’]‘ oo e 4 ;: SCIENCE, BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY

: | of agriculture

f SIGESSHISMILIHRIEER O R  THANKS FOR SUPPORTING THE FFA!
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Four Fairbury FFA members earn
American Degrees at Nationals

By Trinity Wales

“This is a pretty big honor for them, because it defi-
nitely takes a lot of work and a lot of diligence to really
complete this degree,” said Thomas Dux, Fairbury FFA
chapter advisor, about the four students who achieved
American FFA degrees after graduation.

The students, who went through a rigorous require-
ment process before receiving the degrees at the Nation-
al FFA Convention and Expo are now pursuing second-
ary degrees at their respective colleges.

Emily Huss, Connor Gerths, Brittany Kroeker and
Brendon Runge all graduated with the Fairbury High
School class of 2023 after getting prerequisite degrees
needed to earn the American FFA degree, something
that took them many years of work including dozens
of community hours, academic discipline, and in some
cases birthing cows.

“Once they get that chapter degree, they apply for
their State FFA Degree,” said Dux, who oversees award-
ing Chapter degrees, a smaller, but necessary step for
gaining higher level degrees such as the State and Amer-
ican degrees. While its qualifications have lower stakes,
it is no less important, said Dux, as four students who
got the American degree first needed their chapter de-
grees. The State degree which comes next, requires
even more work.

“That one does get pretty intense,” Dux said.

The next step needed to qualify for the American
FFA Degree. Dux helps monitor students during this
process to ensure they’re meeting the conditions needed.

Dux said the students have a lot of responsibili-
ty when working towards this, like keeping records of
their activities, paychecks and hours worked.

To further expand, students need at least 25 hours of
community service, SAE earnings of $3,500 and hours
that qualify depending on circumstance, according to
the official Nebraska FFA website, which lists many
other requirements as well. SAE, which stands for su-
pervised agricultural experiences, is the official term
for hours done during enrollment in FFA and is mon-
itored by FFA officials. Students who complete the ob-
jectives of the State FFA Degree then begin the process
of getting the American FFA Degree, the last and high-
est-ranking degree in the hierarchy.

“This is the most I've ever had in one year, | just
had a really good group of kids,” Dux said. This ac-
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“It definitely takes a lot of
work and a lot of diligence
to really complete this
degree.”

- Thomas Dux

complishment does not come lightly, as Dux has been
involved in FFA for 14 years, 10 of which were at Fair-
bury High School.

The first student, Huss, was involved in the selling
of green peppers, as well as a breeding program, where
she assisted with the calving process. . Gerths, another
student, did hours working at a local Orscheln Farm and
Home and mowed lawns for the state of Nebraska. Kro-
eker worked at Kroeker Farms and also assisted in the
calving process. . The final student, Runge also assist-
ed in the calving process to meeting his service hours.

The students, who are now all in college, are for the
most part pursuing fields that work with farming or
animals. Huss is attending the University of Nebras-
ka Omaha for biology where she also plays volleyball,
while Gerths is studying animal sciences at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Lincoln. Kroeker is working under
a John Deere Technology program at Southeast Com-
munity College, and Runge who is also attending UNL
is a history major, all according to Dux.

“I think all of them, pretty much are doing some-
thing close to an agriculture major,” said Dux when

“l just had a really great
group of kids.”
-Dux

asked how he thought the students’ participation in
their local FFA chapter influenced their secondary ed-
ucation. While their participation might not have been
the biggest inspiration for the students pursuing careers
in the agricultural field, having access to a program that
gave them opportunities to achieve multiple degrees
shows both the importance of having FFA available to
students, and their own commitment to obtaining the
degrees themselves, a high, record breaking honor for
Fairbury High School.
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Matt Scholz, Awards Chairman
402-889-5195

Scholarships

Recognition for the support you give Agriculture
Education and the FFA is just an application away.
Each year the Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters
recognizes those individuals and chapters who go
above and beyond in their support for their FFA
programs. All application forms are available at
nebraskaffaalumni.org. Awards Chair Matt Scholz
is just an email or phone call away if you have any
questions. Awards Applications must be submitted to
Matt by December 30, 2023.

Outstanding State Affiliate
Our application allows local alumni affiliates to
showcase their year’s achievements. These
applications are ranked GOLD, SILVER, and
BRONZE, with the top two GOLD rated chapters
being forwarded on to our National FFA Convention
to represent the state of Nebraska.

Robert “Bob” Clausen

Outstanding Achievement
Nominees must be active in their local or state
alumni affiliate, demonstrate effective leadership
skills, and mirror the passion for excellence that
warrants recognition. This honor is given to a select
number of individuals each year who have provided
their time talent, and treasure to ensure the growth
of agricultural education.

scholz.matt100@gmail.com

Al Sick, Jr. Distinguished Service Award
Being our most prestigious award, the Nebraska FFA
Alumni selects one person each year to recognize
for their service. Individuals who have made
significant contributions to Nebraska agriculture,
agriculture education, Nebraska FFA and/or FFA
Alumni and Supporters are eligible for this award.
Nominations are not limited to current Nebraska FFA
Alumni members, but may be individuals outside of
the Alumni Association.

Leadership Conference Scholarship
The Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters are proud
to support FFA chapters and members who express
the desire to further their leadership skills and
abilities. There are many opportunities through
FFA to build both students and chapters’ abilities to
be effective leaders within their communities. Any
conference workshop, or event oriented towards
leadership will be considered for this scholarship.

Applications for these awards and scholarship are
available on our website nebraskaffaalumni.org.
Deadline for the applications is December 30, 2023.
We encourage every Alumni & Supporters Chapter
to apply for these awards and the scholarship.

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FFA CHAPTER

H
Nebraska FFA
Foundation

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters

Your tax-deductible donation to / Believe in the Future of
Ag allows FFA chapters to organize community service
projects, participate in leadership conferences and create
3 innovative programs in their communities.

DONATE TODAY! neffafoundation.org | 402-472-5224

believe
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Scholarship recipient Abigail Lutjelusche

Hello, my name is Abigail Lut-
jelusche and I am from Richland,
Nebraska! In 2021, | graduated
from Lakeview Jr/Sr High School
before attending the University of
Nebraska—Lincoln to study agri-
cultural education—teaching. Cur-
rently, I am student teaching at
Humphrey Public Schools under
Robyn Graham. At Humphrey, |
am able to teach amazing students
in a variety of classes while grow-
ing as an educator, FFA advisor,
and professional.

Throughout my time in high
school, I was blessed with sever-
al amazing agricultural education
teachers who exposed me to agri-
cultural education as a career. The
impact my ag teachers had on my
peers and me was deeply evident
and | have wanted to create that
same experience for future youth

ever since. Further, the agricul-
ture industry has always been of
the utmost importance to me. Now
more than ever young people need
to be educated about agriculture,
its importance, and how it impacts
their everyday lives. Serving as an
agricultural education instructor
allows me to educate youth about
ag while simultaneously positive-
ly impacting them. There’s noth-
ing better that I could hope for in
a career.

I cannot express my gratitude
for receiving the Student Teach-
ing Scholarship from the Nebras-
ka FFA Alumni enough. It’s no se-
cret that student teaching can be
a financially stressful time for stu-
dents. This scholarship has aided
me in paying my tuition this se-
mester, relieving me of financial
burden, and thus allowing me to
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Abigail Lutjelusche

focus on becoming the best educa-
tor | can during my student teach-
ing experience.

We hold a strong belief in the significance of farmers and the cooperative system in Nebraska.

ensuring a long lasting
generation of leaders in

of Nebraska FFA.

Our goal is to set an example for the future agricultural cooperativ
legacy for generations to follow. We are dedicated to building the r
the ag industry, which is why we proudly serve as a top spon

PROUD SUPPORTER OF &

FRONTIER [ NEBRASKA FFA ¢
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Meet the
Council

Tom Hofmann

Tom Hofmann grew up on a diversified farm
east of Sutton.

He graduated from Sutton in 1984 and UNL in
1989. Tom began his teaching career at Pawnee City
from 1989-92. As he continued to grow as an edu-
cator, Tom taught at Ansley from 1992-93, Sutton
from 1993-2010, and High Plains from 2012-present.

In addition to teaching agricultural education
and FFA advising, Tom has coached junior high
track and basketball, high school football and high
school basketball.

Tom and wife Lynn both teach at High Plains.
Their four children are passionate about livestock
and FFA.

Austin and Brittney currently work in the agricul-
tural industry, and Peyton and Rylee are Juniors at
High Plains and have experienced success showing
livestock and competing in district and state LDE
and CDE contests.

During Tom’s career, he has focused on building
strong community relationships by providing stu-
dents a true “classroom without walls” experience.
The High Plains Ag program currently has a green-
house, animal lab, 10-acre land lab, CNC plasma
table, Laser Engraver, and a one tower pivot, all of
which are used to help students gain hands-on ex-
perience in their classes.

Throughout his stint as an FFA advisor, Tom has
had incredible students who have achieved FFA and
career successes at many levels. These successes are
highlighted by 7 State FFA officers, 167 State FFA de-
gree recipients, 110 American FFA degree recipients,
2 National FFA Stars in Agribusiness, 17 State Profi-
ciency winners, and 3 National Proficiency winners.

Tom has been active in the NAEA, NAAE, NVAF,
and FFA Alumni serving in different leadership po-
sitions. He received the NAEA outstanding teacher
award in 2003 and outstanding program in 2005. In
addition, he is currently serving on the Polk Coun-
ty Ag Society board.

Tom thanks everyone from family to colleagues
who have inspired him to grow both personally and
professionally.

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters

Tom Hofmann Wlth h|s two daughters
Peyton and Rylee Hofmann. Both girls are
in High Plains High School’s FFA Chapter.
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Mead farmland gives FFA students
experience with alumni help

By Connor Colvard

Outside of Mead Public Schools, there are nine
acres of farmland right next to Highway 92. This isn’t
any old field, however. These nine acres are tented by
Mead FFA alumni. The alumni volunteer their time
to take care of the crops grown here. These respon-
sibilities include planting, spraying and harvesting,
sometimes while volunteering their own equipment,
as well.

The farmland was bought sometime in the 1990s
by Mead Public Schools. The Mead School Board then
delegated the responsiblity of tending to the farm-
land to the alumni.

Originally, Mead’s FFA chapter used the space as
a test plot for seed corn. For the last two years, it has
been planted as a Becks Hybrid Crop by Dickies Seed
and Feed. The company has been around since 1937
according to its website, though in recent years it’s
been owned by Tim Dickies and his son Caleb Dick-
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Larson Metal L.L.C.
Portable Livestock Shelters
and Shipping Containers

Ph# 308-641-5527

ies. Both of whom are FFA alumni and Caleb Dick-
ies is even a graduate of Mead Public Schools.

As for what they grow, this year the Mead FFA
alumni used one half to plant corn and the other
half to plant soybeans. Usually they rotate between
corn and soybeans every year. The grain they pro-
duce is then sold at their local Cooperative, Fron-
tier Cooperative. The profits go back to Mead’s FFA
chapter to fund student activities and their agricul-
ture program. They also fund scholarships and trips
to national and state FFA conventions.

“lI know the alumni chapter feels very fortu-
nate to have the land to farm to raise money for
the FFA chapter,” Mead agriculture teacher Cole
Blomendahl said.

It is not just alumni who are using the plot, ei-
ther. Local FFA students get a chance at some hands-

See MEAD ALUMNI HELP OUT,
Continued on Page 50

om

larsonmetal.c
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Career Academy shows the way

By Autumn Rhein

Thirteen field trips this year helped students in
an ag occupations class get the lay of the land.

The Lincoln Career Academy is a place where stu-
dents choose what classes they want to take based
on what they want to do in their futures. There are
many pathways for the students to choose from. Proj-
ects are another big aspect of the career academy.

Nicole Sorensen, the ag instructor at Southeast
Community College and teacher at the academy, said
the idea for the career academy was a push for LPS
to help students be better prepared for post-second-
ary instruction, or to choose a trade career to get into
the workforce sooner.

The Lincoln Career Academy is a collaboration
between Lincoln Public Schools and Southeast Com-
munity College. Students choose a pathway that re-
flects their career interests. Overall, there are 14
pathways such as criminal justice, culinary, health
science, early childhood, and more.

Sorensen said the pathways work a little differ-
ently than on a regular school day.

“Students can choose between a morning, mid-
day or afternoon class to attend,” Sorensen said. “A

class usually takes up 4 periods of their 8 periods
between the students traveling and the two-hour
long class meeting. They take 2-3 classes a semes-
ter in their pathway classes along with their regular
LPS core classes.”

Pathways include coursework, core LPS course-
work and clubs/additional activities if the students
choose to do them. Some clubs that are offered are
FFA, Skills USA, HOSA, and other academic clubs.

Sorensen is a teacher at the Lincoln Career Acad-
emy, and it is her first year there. She teaches agri-
culture classes for SCC which is college credit. She
currently teaches animal biology, agricultural ca-
reer exploration, companion animals, introduction
to horticulture, crop sciences and greenhouse man-
agement.

The agricultural classes have been working on
project like growing poinsettias for a Christmas plant
sale. They are also touring Lauritzen Gardens in a few
weeks to see the plant varieties and their differences.

Ag occupations are exploring the different path-
ways of agriculture and what jobs are available. They
have toured Scatterjoy Acres, Capital Humane Soci-
ety, Sandhills Publishing, and Pine Lake Golf Course.
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Hardwork earns Johnson State Star
In Agricultural Placement

By Anna Mayes

Makayla Johnson was waiting anxiously for that
one announcement. She had been waiting for this
for the last five years. Thoughts raced through her
head about everything that she went through to get
to this point.

Johnson, from the small town of Hildreth, with
a population of 329 people, desperately wanted to
do great things in the world of FFA. With her fam-
ily having generations involved in agriculture, this
was in her blood.

She got started in the program in eighth grade,
then went on to become an officer the next four years:
reporter; freshman year, vice president; sophomore
year, and president; junior and senior year.

Johnson graduated from Wilcox-Hildreth Public
Schools in 2024. Her former advisor, Kassie Faimon,
said Johnson left big shoes to fill.

“I did proficiency as a junior,” Johnson said. “I
went through that, and I won state in proficiency re-
view and competed at nationals last year and won
bronze.”

Gradie Johnson, a friend of M. Johnson’s, con-
vinced her to compete in Star after he did himself.
She put in the work, and she was able to interview
at both district and state levels.

M. Johnson worked at Central Valley Irrigation
as part of her project for her supervised agricultur-
al experience (SAE). She started working there as
an eighth grader, and she has been there ever since.

“I logged all of my hours throughout the summer.
In the project, | talked about everything I've done,
and | put it into an online record-keeping system,”
Johnson said. “It took a lot of time putting every-
thing in there and being able to explain it all. Most
students just put in what’s required.”

Her favorite thing to do at the company was sort-
ing, loading, and hauling corner machines.

“That was just really fun,” Johnson said. “I start-
ed doing that as a sophomore, and being put under
pressure is something | enjoy.”

She also reflects on what it took even after her
project was completed. Makayla’s project had to get
past the district and an interview. Then she had to
turn in the project at state competition level. At state,
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Johnson shows off her State Star Award
in Agriculutral Placement. She now at-
tends Hastings College studying business
administration.

several people review the submitted projects and
comb through them thoroughly. The panel chooses
ten finalists that will have to go through an interview
over their project. M. Johnson realizes that even if
she doesn’t continue to the next level, she should be
proud of how far she has come.

“I've accomplished a lot,” she said. “I should not
beat myself up if I don’t make finals or get an inter-
view.”

Faimon added that M. Johnson had a good atti-
tude in the classroom as well.

“Makayla was a great student,” Faimon said. “She
would be one of those students that led by example,
areal go-getter. She had great leadership skills, and
she will be a huge leader in the industry for a lifetime.”

Faimon is proud of what Makayla was able to ac-
complish, and that the former student can represent
their smaller organization.

M. Johnson is proud of what she could do as well.
“I've always wanted to be really good in FFA,” she
says. “lI competed as a freshman and sophomore. |
did well, but others were making it to nationals. |
thought that | wanted to do that too. | had that goal,
and | wanted to do my best. Being able to compete
where | knew I could do my best. | knew once | did
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proficiency this is where I would thrive. This is what
I will be the bestin.”

The former student wishes to encourage peo-
ple to join FFA. “You don’t have to be a great public
speaker or great at horticulture,” she says. “There’s
something for everyone!”

M. Johnson knows that she wouldn’t be anywhere
without the people in her corner cheering her on. She
said she feels very blessed to have this opportuni-
ty to live somewhere where she could work on [her
project] with an amazing support system.

“I can do this, and | can have a can-do attitude,”
M. Johnson said.

Now attending Hastings College, M. Johnson
hopes to earn a bachelor’s degree in business ad-
ministration to hopefully go back and work Central
Valley Irrigation in some way. She hopes to keep it
as a family business.

®

VALLEY

For professional irrigation support
in Central Nebraska, these are
the only numbers you need to know:

Holdrege | 995-6583
Lexington | 324-3434
Kearney | 237-2268

=\
Central Valley Irrigatiom \

The Smart Investment

i
i VALLEY
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Johnson creates valves for wells and cneter
points at Central Valley Irrigation.

The announcer’s voice drew Johnson back to re-
ality as the quick moment was over. He then made
her dreams come true by declaring her the Nebras-
ka State Star in Agricultural Placement.

First Northeast

BANK_OF NﬁRASKA

CERESCO BRANCH
362 County Road 18
402-665-2424
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Deposit Accounts Y& Savings Accounts Y& IRA’s Yk CD’s Y HSA’s
Consumer Loans Y Ag Loans & Home Loans
Online Banking Y& Mobile App Y& Mobile Deposit
Branch Locations

FREMONT HARTINGTON HOOPER
OAKLAND TEKAMAH & UEHLING
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LOCATED IN
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-MUSTANG MEDIA-

Flevate
Y 0117 (BranD)

Your one-stop print shop for; Custom Apparel, Screen Printing,
Embroidery, Promotional Products, Graphic & Web Design, &
So much more.

Graphic Design
Web Design
Screen Printing
Gustom Apparel
Sublimation
Embroidery

Heat Press
Apparel
-LetterJackets
-Shirts

-Polos
-Headwear
-Pullovers

-1/4 & 1/2 zips
-Sweatshirts
-Full Zip Jackets
-Coats

-Socks
-Business Professional
-Athletic Team Gear
-Masks

Sporting Goods
-Baseball Helmets
-Jerseys
-Basketballs
-Football Pads
-Stadium Chairs
-Supportive Gear
-Warm-ups
Promotional Products
-Banners
-Signage
-Retractable Banners
-Drinkware

-Yard Signs
-Koozies

-Tape Measures
-Utility Tools
-Knives

-Pens

-Coolers
-Wristbands

-Safety Kits
-Coasters

-Key Chains
-Flashlights
-Car Chargers
Printing
-Postcards
-Envelopes
-EDDM

-Mailers
-Letterheads
-Product Magazines
-Livestock Catalogs
-Sales Literature
-Business Cards
-Posters

-Flyers

-Reports
-Decals
-Stickers
-Labels

Personalize promotional products with your logo. Elevate your
brand with a wide range of options. Affordable pricing and fast
delivery guaranteed. Let's chat and get started today.

READY. SET. DONE.

Jarod Griess | Owner/Sales

Cell: (402) 984 - 4203
Email: mustangmediasales@gmail.com
Website: mustangmediainc.com

flv]2]O

MUSTANG MEDIA, INC.
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Meet the Council

Matt Scholz

Matt Scholz is from Crete, he works
full time as a mechanical designer at
Tuttle, Inc. and runs a cow/calf oper-
ation with his wife, Jeana, and sons,

Kenny Reinke is from Neligh.
He farms corn, beans, and small
grains with his wife and three chil-
dren, ages 15,14 and 10.

He is also a member of the Nel-
igh-Oakdale school board. Kenny
chose to join FFA because it gave
him the opportunity to compete
with his peers and gain knowledge
and lifelong skills in high school.

It played a very large role in de-

Titus and Bennet.

Kenny Reinke

veloping leadership skills and was
a building block of future public
and community service.

He became involved with the
Alumni organization when the task
of trying to restart the local FFA
chapter began. He continues to
support the FFA, ag students, and
teachers because of the legacy and
leadership of the organization.

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters

308.548.2254
strobelmfg.com
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The extraordinary
Kindness
of Exeter-

Milligan-Friend
FFA

patients at Medical Center

By Blake Bodlak

While having a uniquely structured chapter com-
prised of students from two different schools, the
FFA Chapter of Exeter-Milligan-Friend is doing ex-
traordinary things in small town Nebraska, includ-
ing continuing an ongoing tradition of kindness and
giving back to the community. Co-advisors Amy
Tomlinson and Miranda Segner recently explained
one of the exciting initiatives the organization is in-
volved in and what it is they are most proud of for
their chapter.

“Our communities have been unexpectedly hit
hard with multiple deaths over the past couple of
years that have resulted in organ donation,” said Mi-
randa Segner, co-advisor of the EMF FFA chapter
and teacher at Exeter-Milligan Public Schools. “So,
something unique that the chapter started a couple
of years ago is a gift card drive during the holiday
season. We then take those gift cards up to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Medical Center in Omaha. And
we meet with organ transplant patients, and we give
out the gift cards.”

Amy Tomlinson, co-adviser of the EMF FFA
Chapter, explained how before she began teaching
at Friend Public Schools, the teacher before her had
gotten the donation program off the ground.

48

ABOVE: Members of the Exeter-Milligan-
Friend FFA Chapter meet with one of the organ
transplants patients at Nebraska Medical
Center in Omaha.

“When I started at Friend six years ago, the teach-
er before me had started a program in which we gath-
ered donations of things like toys, coloring books,
children’s books, et Cetera.”, Tomlinson said. “We’ve
moved it and tweaked it a little bit. During COVID
the hospital didn’t want physical items like that any-
more, so we switched it over to gift cards.”

While the gift card drive began during COVID,
students didn’t have the opportunity to go visit the
children at the hospital due to the hospital’s restric-
tions. Those policies changed last year and allowed
the students to directly see the effects of their hard
work in person.

“They get to actually meet with a child who's in
theprocess of or has received organs or tissue and
then they get to meet with the family too. That’s re-
ally impactful for our students. And some of them
have even said ‘I need to change my driver’s license
over to organ donor now.”

Even if it might not immediately seem like the
gift cards will be helpful for people, Tomlinson said
that gift cards of all different kinds are beneficial for
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TRUSTED BY FARMERS,
PERFECTED BY INNOVATION.

HEAR IT FROM THOSE WHO KNOW BEST — OUR CUSTOMERS.

(14

My Crops are more even than they've ever been.
Best yields I've ever had.

We may have proven our worth'in the field
on 6 continents, but don't take our word for it,

let us prove it to you.

Contact your local dealer for a field demo. R S

Farmers around the world agree, @

Komet Pivot Products are hands

down the best in the field.
komet

www.kometirrigation.com INNOVATIVE IRRIGATION
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these families.

“It can be really helpful for families that are fly-
ing in and kind of uprooting themselves to a different
state,” Tomlinson said. “It can be like an Uber gift
card or a Target gift card so they can go buy grocer-
ies or anything that they need. We get a lot of Star-
bucks and Scooters gift cards, and we hear from a
lot of the nurses that when they have moms or dads
breaking down they can go get a coffee with the gift
card to get their mind off of it and enjoy that coffee
for an hour or so and take a break. Because it's a re-
ally stressful time.”

All this work that the FFA organization does is
even more remarkable because of the unique cir-
cumstances under which the organization operates.
Unlike most FFA chapters, the EMF chapter is com-
prised of students from two different schools and
three different towns. This is changing next year.

“We are going through a really big transition this
year because next year our schools are going to be
consolidated,” Segner said. “And so, as we prepare
for that this year, our big focus is getting all the kids
together. A lot of our contest teams are made up
of kids from both schools which is kind of unique.
They’re not classmates like most other chapters are.
So, this is a really big transition year for us with lots
of new things.”

Paul Shefield, the superintendent at Exeter-Mil-
ligan Schools, said this chapter’s setup is particular-
ly special.

“What'’s interesting is the uniqueness of two
schools coming together to create a program,” She-
field said. “That has helped with the transition into
our schools consolidating together. | think having
that FFA program together really helped bring ev-
eryone together for the consolidation.”

Shefield is also actively involved in the FFA chap-
ter, supporting them in whatever way he can, includ-
ing judging contests at the district and state level. “I
just think it’s a great way for our kids to learn and to
enhance their leadership skills. And it's a great oppor-
tunity to be involved in an activity that’s not athletic,”
Shefield said. “A lot of the emphasis in small schools
is placed on athletics and this is an opportunity for
our kids to shine whether it be in leadership devel-
opment or career development or if they're welding
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or something like that. It's a way for those kids to
shine also. That’s why we like having the program.”

——

S S

Above: Members of the EMF FFA give
gifts to UNMC patients and ther families.
Students can now hand deliver the gift
cards, after the change on COVID-19
restrictions.

Mead Alumni help out

Continued rom Page 42

on experience. They’'ve been involved in activities
like taking soil samples and estimating crop yields,
as well as planting and harvesting. Students also
have used the crops in the county and state fair. The
plot was even once used for a corn maze.

“Our FFA chapter enjoys the hands-on element
of the field as well as the financial support to attend
state and national convention,”Blomendahl said.

FFA exists to help students hone important skills
for their future careers. This farmland is a testament
to that idea. For over 20 years now, this farmland
has been tended to by FFA alumni using the skills
they have learned. In turn, students can learn these
same skills and gain experience. All the while, the
crops grown help to support Mead’s FFA chapter
and continue forging the next generation of agri-
culturalists.

2024 Blue & Gold Spotlight



® | BT | | [

S Nutrien

Ag Solutions®

A Solutiong

Innovative technologies and local expertise. Nutrien Ag Solutions
delivers the unparalleled access you need to lead the field — today and
tomorrow. Find your local crop consultant at NutrienAgSolutions.com.

#LeadingTheField

f @NutrienAgSolutions (©) @NutrienAgSolutions

) @NutrienAgRetail ih /NutrienAgSolutions

Proud to Give back to your roots. Give back to your local FFA.

Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters

Nutrien Ag Solutions is proud to support and give back to National FFA Alumni
and Supporters through our Give Back to Your Roots program.

This annual $100,000 gift has already positively impacted hundreds of lives and

helped cultivate the future of agriculture — and we're just getting started.
FFA chapters can apply for grant funding for up to $5,000 through the
Give Back to Your Roots program.

Apply for grant funding or learn more about the program at

GiveBacktoYourRoots.com.

02021 Nutrien Ag Solutions, inc. &l rights reserved. FFA and the FFA emblem are registered rademarks of the National FFA Organization and used with permission.
Use afthe FFA name ar mark being used does nat an FrAvaf this product or service oran endorsement by FFA of the manufacturer or provider of this product or service, HATE_I0921
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FFAHISTORY

Continued from Page 17

jacket.

Nebraska FFA enrolment was 5532 members for
the 1964-65 school year in 121 chapters.

1965

Due to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which
mandated the end of segregation; the National
Farmers Association merged with the FFA, re-
sulting in the end of NFA after 30 years of pro-
viding agricultural leadership development for
rural black male youth.

The addition of the over 52,000 former NFA
members raised the total National FFA mem-
bership to approximately 454,000 members in
10,000 chapters.

Delegates for Nebraska to the 1965 National
Convention were Lawrence Kuhlmann - North
Platte and Kenneth Nagel — Lincoln.

The Nebraska FFA Public Speaking Contest
was won by Vic Bohuslavsky-David City, for a
speech entitled “I Am a Farmer.”

Adult leadership for the Nebraska State Fu-

®

ture Farmers of America, during the years re-
ported by this article (1945 to 1965), was provid-
ed by the Nebraska Department of Education.

Nebraska State FFA Advisors

L. D. Clements — before 1945-1949
L. E Klein - Dec. 1, 1949-50
Harold F Duis - Oct. 1, 1950-59
Glen Strain - Apr. 1, 1959-65

B. E Gingery — 1965 - after 1966

Nebraska State FFA Supervisors

e Howard W. Deems - before 1945
1949

L. D. Clements — 1949-50

Elvin Schultz — 1950-52

W. D. Lutes — 1952-53

C. A. Cromer — 1954-65

Roy W. Equall — 1965-after 1966

Although agriculture education programs
and the National and Nebraska FFA made great
strides during these years to meet the needs of
agriculture education students and FFA mem-

AURORA COOPERATIVE
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bers, they were focused primarily on teaching focus, technology, curriculum, and diversity
skills for production agriculture careers to farm of students and their careers were yet to come
boys. during the next several decades.

The substantiative changes to programs in

Honorable Robert S. Kerr, United
States Senator from Oklahoma, and
Honorable Harry S. Darby, former
United States Senator from Kansas,
present a Federal Charter, which was
granted by Congress to the Future
Farmers of America. Walter Cummins,
National President of the FFA received
the Federal Charter at the National FFA
Convention in Kansas City Missouri
1951. (IUPUI University Library Special
Collections and Archives Photograph)

IUPUI University Library Special Collections and
Archives

UZZIAH AG SCHOLARS

STEWARDS FOR GOD’S EARTH

As a Uzziah Scholar at Concordia University, Nebraska, you
will be challenged to solve real-world challenges, explore the
many facets of agriculture in depth and be a part of creating
sustainable, long-lasting and ethically sound agriculture
practices for the future.

* Receive a $5,000 per year scholarship for up to five years.

« Connect regularly with a mentor serving in the field of
agriculture.

* Attend ag-related conferences and conventions.

e Participate in domestic and international agricultural
study tours.

e Participate in an internship with an agriculturally-
based mission.

* Attend an annual luncheon with the President of
the University.

* Represent Concordia in national agriculture-related
contests.

VISIT CUNE.EDU/UZZIAH TO LEARN MORE. |
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Well, did you know this?
Facts about Nebraska FFA Alumni
history.

By Joe Baldassare

These Nebraska FFA Alumni Members
served on the National FFA Alumni
Council in past years.

Dr. Ted D. Ward, (1976-1979)

Dr. O. S. Gilbertson,(1979-1980, Teacher
Education Representative 1980-1982)
Alfred Sick, Jr. (member-at-large

1981-1984)
Gary L. Maricle (Central Region
Representative 1983-1984, Vice-President and

Central Region Representative 1984-1985,
FARM OUTFITTERS

President and Central Region Representative
1985-1986)

Kelli L. Evans (National FFA President
1987-1988, Past FFA President 1988-1989)
Dana Soukup (National FFA President
1988-1989, Past FFA President 1989-1990)

Barry Anderson (member-at-large 1997) Proud to Support

4==F PIONEER EQUIPMENT

1130 West J St Hastings, NE 68901
WWwWw.pioneerequipmentsales.com
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