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Nebraska FFA Alumni and Supporters Council
September 6, 2025 Meeting Mintues

The September 6th meeting of the Nebraska FFA Alumni & Supporters Council was called to order by President Matt Scholz at 9:06 a.m.

Those attending the meeting in person were Stan Heyen, Kevin Henrichson Jenny Meyer, Matt Scholz, Tom Hoffman, Jill Goedeken, Rachel Tagge, and Tammie Steinhauer. Kenny Reinke, Brett Nunnenkamp, Lori Walla, Kaydie Brandl, Jake Rezac and Melissa Hagemeister attended via zoom.

Stan moved and Kevin seconded the motion to accept the secretary’s report as shared. Motion carried.

Brett reported income of $47,502.39.  Expenses were $37,449.14 giving us a checkbook balance of $27,159.07.  Our total assests are $365,433.23.  Brett reported the CD’s at Cornerstone Bank were renewed at 4.3% rate. 
State Officer, Jake Rezac, reported the state officers have been busy with business industry visits, the State Officers Summit in Washington DC, and the State Fair. They are preparing for the Ignite conference. 
NAEA representative, Kaydie Brandl, said State Fair activites wrapped up last week.  A group of Nebraska teachers are going to NAAE conference.

FFA Association representative, Sarah Heideman, submitted a report. There are 
218 chapters with a new program starting at Lindsay Academy this year.  The Ignite Conference will be offered at 3 sites this fall: Scottsbluff, Norfolk and Kearney.  Claire Woeppel, from Chambers FFA, is a Nebraska National Officer Candidate. The Pathways to Career conference will occur in November.

A Post-Secondary Report was submitted by Courtney Nelson. Concordia, UNL CASNR’s, Southeast, Central and Northeast will all have booths at Husker Harvest Days. Southeast will host a Ag Day on September 17.

FFA Foundation representative, Melissa, reported their last meeting had updates about State Fair banners and  fundraising. The marketing and communications director position has been filled. 
Council members gave Alumni Chapter activities reports.  St. Edward, West Point, Wood River, Elm Creek, Pleasanton and Pender are looking to start/restart alumni chapters. Leigh also recently reactivated their Alumni & Supporters Chapter. Council members are encouraged to continue contacting active as well as inactive chapters. 
 
Membership Chair, Tammie, reported the account balance is $5,079.59. She updated the mailing list.
Tammie reported the Blue & Gold Magazine advertising sales need to be submitted by October 15th.  The upcoming edition will include information about the Valentine Convention as well as State Officer and council member biographies.  Additional articles will be on State Star Award winners and National FFA proficiency Award finalists.  The Valentine, Cody- Kilgore, Hershey, Sutherland and Arthur county chapters will be spotlighted. 

Awards Committee representative, Rachel, said Golden Idea applications are due Oct 1.  We have 1 official applicant. This event will continue to be adverstised on Facebook.  The Awards and Leadership Scholarship applications are due Dec 1st.
Tammie provided information about the 2026 State Alumni & Supporters Convention in Valentine. She reported the meal will cost $34. 
A motion to set the registration fee at $50, with a $60 late registration fee was made by Kevin and seconded by Tom.  Motion carried.
Stacey and Monty would like to provide a presentation called “SAE for All.”  This will occur at the Saturday noon luncheon. The guest speaker will be Rebel Sjeklocha. 
Convention sponsors are Hayden Outfitters, Hershey State Bank and  Farm Credit Service of America. Non-member participation is encouraged. CASE training and Ag Ed Symposium will not be held in conjunction with our Convention this year. Jill suggested we return to paying for Ag Teachers’ registration fees.  
Ainsworth AKRS and Crete AKRS are combining in a donation to cover the photographer fee.  Matt will coordinate the Donor’s Banner.  To continue with our annual philanthropic efforts,  it is encouraged that members to bring a donation to convention for the Valentine Food Bank?  It was suggested that at registration, all registrants could be encouraged to make a foodbank donation. 
Awards Committee chairman, Rachel, said the National Awards are due July 1st. 
Jill and Stacey Turnbill have been collaborating a teacher retention incentive program.  Stacey shared the  Nebraska FFA Alumni Impact Award “Honoring Those Who Grow Those Who Grow Others” proposal.   We have $1000 budgeted for this program.  The recipient needs to be enrolled in the NAEA Beginning Teacher Program.  Nominations will open on May 1st and close on May 31.  Awards will be given out at the NCTE conference.

A motion to accept the Stacey’s proposal was made by Lori and seconded by Tom. 
Motion carried.   Jill, Jenny, Tom and Lori will be the committee for future work with Stacey on this project.  

Stan and Rachel attended FFA Day at the Nebraska State Fair.  Left over convention t-shirts and keychains were distributed. FFA Pictionary was implemented and went well.  They said attending this event is worth their time. 

Our council has not been involved in Husker Harvest days the past few years. We may consider doing this again. Matt will investigate having a booth at the December Ag Show in Lincoln.  Another consideration would be participating in Cattleman’s Classic in Kearney. Tom will reach out for more information. 
Melissa met with Stacey Agnew, FFA Foundation, in July to discuss the similarities in both groups’ convention t-shirts.  The Foundation t-shirts are given out free while our Alumni t-shirts, have to be purchased. In the future, we will highlight selling long sleeve t-shirts and sweatshirts.

[bookmark: _Hlk207793121]The Nominating Committee reported that Jenny, Kenny and Stan will seek another term.  Lori will check into interest for someone to take her spot.  

Matt said there isn’t anything written about individual attendance in our By-laws.  A motion to add “Council members are required to attend 60% of council meetings, virtually or in person” was made by Lori and seconded by Jill.  
Motion carried. Matt will continue to send a meeting reminder text before each meeting.

Tom will find out how this change should be added to the by-laws.
The amendment notification will be sent to our members through the Blue & Gold magazine as well as our website and Facebook. 

Rachel and Jill will attend the National Convention on October 29 – November 1 in Indianapolis. Matt Kreifels is getting an Outstanding Individual Award. Our Council will be receiving a Rating Award and the  State officer team will become Lifetime Members. Raymond Central and Lakeview Chapters are being recognized as National Outstanding FFA Alumni and Supporters Chapters.  
The 2027 State FFA Alumni & Supporters Convention will be held in Omaha. Kevin will contact Joe about Omaha accommodations. CLAAS, Rotella Bakery, AGP, and Omaha Bryan High School were mentioned as possible tour sites. A committee of Kevin, Jenny and Rachel will gather more information. A Thursday evening council meeting may be considered in order to do more tours on Friday.
Brett offered to provide storage for all of our convention booth items. 
Matt and Rachel will explore creating a summer activity/ fundraising event. “Shoot and Swing” or “Pasture Golf” were mentioned as possibilities.
Tammie moved and Stan seconded the motion to adjourn at 12:11 p.m. 
Motion carried.
The next meeting will be held at 9:00 a.m. on November 8, 2025 in Columbus. 

Respectfully submitted,
Jenny Meyer, Secretary
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